
MBBS in Netherlands for Indian Students in 2026



MBBS in Netherlands (structured as a 6-year BSc + MSc program) is a high-quality, globally recognized 

medical pathway offered in both English and Dutch.  

Tuition fees range from €10,000–32,000 per year (INR 10.9L–34.9L). Admission requires strong academic 

performance in Biology, Chemistry, and Physics, along with Dutch language proficiency (C1 level) for clinical 

training. The program includes a 3-year Master’s phase focused on clinical rotations and hands-on experience. 

Here are some of the key highlights of pursuing an MBBS in Netherlands for Indian students: 

Criteria  Details 

Course Duration  6 years (3 years Bachelor's + 3 years Master's) 

Intakes  Varies by university; typically once a year 

Medium of Instruction  Primarily Dutch; some universities offer English-taught programs 

Tuition Fees  €10,000–32,000 per year (INR 10.9L–34.9L) 

Eligibility for Indian 

Students 

Completion of 12th grade with BiPC subjects is required.  •

A relevant Bachelor's degree in medical or science fields is 

needed for postgraduate programs. 

•

Recognition  WHO, NMC (India), ECFMG, WFME, UNESCO 

Top Universities 

University of Amsterdam, Erasmus University Rotterdam, Utrecht 

University 

Job Prospects 

Opportunities in EU hospitals; eligibility for practice in India post-

qualification 

Take the next step toward global education discover how to study in Netherlands for Indian students.

Top Universities to Study MBBS in Netherlands 

Netherlands is home to top-tier medical universities, including the University of Amsterdam and Erasmus 

University Rotterdam. These programs typically span six years and culminate in a Masters in Medicine, 

equivalent to an MBBS. 

Here is a snapshot of some of the top medical universities in Netherlands: 

University Name  Location  Key Feature 

University of Amsterdam  Amsterdam  Strong global reputation and research focus 

Erasmus University  Rotterdam  Leading medical research and clinical training 

https://www.upgrad.com/study-abroad/articles/intakes-in-netherlands/
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Rotterdam 

Utrecht University  Utrecht  Research-driven curriculum and modern facilities 

Leiden University  Leiden  Historic university with strong global recognition 

Maastricht University  Maastricht  Problem-based learning approach 

University of Groningen  Groningen 

Early clinical exposure and strong hospital 

network 

Radboud University  Nijmegen  Focus on patient-centered medical training 

Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam  Amsterdam  Strong clinical partnerships and hands-on learning 

Eligibility Criteria for MBBS in Netherlands 

With over 90,000 international students, Netherlands requires academic and language qualifications for those, 

including those from India, pursuing an MBBS-equivalent degree.  

The program consists of a 3-year Bachelor's and a 3-year Master's in Medicine, after which you can register as a 

medical doctor and specialize. 

Below is a summary of the key requirements for the MBBS in Netherlands for Indian students : 

Parameter  Requirement 

Academic 

Qualifications 

Completion of 12th grade with Biology, Chemistry, Physics, and 

Mathematics (BiPC) subjects.  

A relevant Bachelor's degree in medical or science-related fields is 

required for postgraduate programs. 

Standardized Tests 

Some universities may require exams like the BMAT or institution-

specific tests. 

Language 

Proficiency 

Proficiency in the Dutch language is mandatory. TOEFL or IELTS may 

be required for students who have not completed their previous education 

in English.  

Letters of 

Recommendation  Strong recommendation letters are encouraged. 

Application Process 

Applications should be submitted through the university's online portal or 

"Studielink," the national Dutch application system. 

Secondary 

Application 

After the initial submission, applicants may be asked to complete a 

secondary application for the specific university. 
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Interviews 

Invited applicants may be required to attend interviews as part of the 

selection process. 

Now that you know the prerequisites, let's explore the application process required to secure your place in an 

MBBS program in Netherlands. 

Pursuing an MBBS degree in Netherlands involves a structured application process, especially for numerus 

fixus programs, which limit admissions to 48-600 students.  

International applicants, including those from India, should carefully follow the steps outlined below: 

Step 1: Research the Program 

Identify the MBBS program that aligns with your academic background and career aspirations. •

Visit the institution’s official website for specific information on the application process, requirements, 

and deadlines. 

•

Step 2: Register via Studielink 

Register through Studielink, the official online portal for Dutch higher education. 1. 

Verify with the institution if Studielink registration is mandatory. 2. 

Create an account, fill in personal details and educational background, select the MBBS program, and 

submit your application. 

3. 

Step 3: Submit Required Documents 

Upload necessary documents such as: •

Passport or national ID •

High school transcripts and certificates •

Proof of Dutch language proficiency (e.g., Staatsexamen NT2 Level II) •

Motivation letter •

CV •

Ensure all documents are correct and submitted by the deadline. •

Step 4: Participate in the Selection Procedure 

For numerus fixus programs, a selection procedure takes place, including: •

Evaluation of academic records •

Assessment of motivation and personal statement •

Possible interviews or additional tests •

This procedure assesses the applicant's suitability for the MBBS program. •

Step 5: Await the Ranking Number 

Studielink will release ranking numbers for applicants, determining your position relative to others. •



If your ranking falls within the available spots, you will be offered a place in the program. •

Step 6: Accept the Offer 

If you receive an offer, accept it through Studielink within two weeks. •

Failure to accept will result in losing your place, which will be offered to the next candidate. •

Step 7: Finalize Enrollment 

After accepting the offer, complete the enrollment process, including: •

Payment of tuition fees •

Submission of final transcripts or certificates •

Arrangements for housing and health insurance •

Additional Considerations 

Application Deadlines: The general deadline for numerus fixus programs is January 15. However, it's 

essential to check the specific deadline for your chosen program, as it may vary. 

•

Language Requirements: Proficiency in Dutch is required for master’s programs. Make sure you meet 

the language requirements before applying. 

•

Visa and Residence Permit: As an international student, you'll need to apply for a student visa and 

residence permit. Start the process early to prevent any delays. 

•

By adhering to these steps and ensuring the timely submission of all required documents, you can enhance your 

chances of securing a place in the MBBS program of your choice in Netherlands. 

After you have a clear understanding of the application steps for MBBS in Netherlands for Indian students, let's 

explore the curriculum and specialization options. 

MBBS in Netherlands: Program Overview & Specializations 

Netherlands offers a well-established medical education system, consisting of a Bachelor's and Master's degree 

in Medicine. This six-year program is designed to provide a solid foundation in medical sciences, clinical 

practice, and professional skills. 

Program Structure 

The medical education in Netherlands is divided into two phases: a Bachelor's program focused on foundational 

sciences and a Master's program emphasizing clinical training.  

Below is a breakdown of the two phases: 

Program  Duration  Description 

Bachelor's in Focus on basic medical sciences like anatomy, physiology, and 3 years 

https://www.upgrad.com/study-abroad/abroad/bachelors/medicine/


Medicine  biochemistry. Includes theory, laboratory work, and early clinical 

exposure. 

Master's in 

Medicine  3 years 

Emphasizes clinical training with direct patient interaction in 

various specialties. Prepares students for future medical careers and 

practice. 

Here's a visual outlining the journey to becoming a doctor in Netherlands: 

Specializations in the Medical Program 

After completing the Master's program, students can specialize in fields like Radiology, Surgery, and more. 

While physicians with a migration background may face challenges in specialization, they are well represented 

in areas like cardiothoracic surgery (44.6%). Some of the notable fields include: 

Specialization  Overview of Curriculum 

Anesthesiology 

Training in perioperative care, including anesthesia administration and 

pain management techniques. 

Cardiothoracic 

Surgery 

Focuses on surgical procedures related to the heart and lungs for both 

adults and children. 

Dermatology  Study of skin conditions, diagnostic methods, and treatment strategies. 

Emergency Medicine 

Preparation for critical care environments, emphasizing rapid 

assessment and intervention. 

Family Medicine 

Providing care across all ages, focusing on long-term patient 

relationships. 

Internal Medicine 

Detailed study of adult diseases, diagnostics, and management 

techniques. 

Neurology 

Focuses on disorders of the nervous system, including conditions 

affecting the brain and spinal cord. 

Obstetrics and 

Gynecology  Care related to pregnancy, childbirth, and women's reproductive health. 

Pediatrics  Medical care for infants, children, and adolescents. 

Psychiatry  Study of mental health issues and therapeutic approaches. 

Radiology  Using imaging techniques for diagnosis and treatment. 

Surgery  Training in various types of surgical procedures and techniques. 

As you look into the various specializations, it's essential to also evaluate the costs involved in your MBBS 
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journey. 

Cost of Studying MBBS in Netherlands 

The MBBS program in Netherlands offers high-quality medical education through globally ranked universities, 

but it comes with a significant financial investment. Tuition fees vary widely depending on the university and 

program structure. 

MBBS in Netherlands fees for Indian students: 

University Tier  Approximate Annual Tuition Fees 

Top Universities (Amsterdam, Erasmus, Vrije)  €30,000–37,500 (INR 32.7L–40.9L) 

Mid-Range Universities (Leiden, Maastricht, Groningen)  €29,000–32,000 (INR 31.6L–34.9L) 

Affordable Options (Utrecht, Radboud)  €24,000–29,000 (INR 26.1L–31.6L) 

Estimated Living Costs: In addition to tuition fees, students should budget for living expenses, which typically 

range from: 

€1,500–3,000 per month (INR 1.63L–3.26L)  •

This includes accommodation, food, transport, insurance, and personal expenses. 

Career Opportunities After MBBS in Netherlands 

Completing MBBS in Netherlands opens up diverse career opportunities across clinical practice, research, and 

healthcare management.  

With globally recognized degrees and strong clinical training, graduates can build careers in Europe, India, or 

other countries. 

Career Pathways After MBBS in Netherlands:  

Career Option  Requirements  Estimated Salary (Annual) 

Medical Practice in 

Netherlands 

BIG registration + Dutch language 

proficiency (C1) 

€60,000–120,000 (INR 

65L–1.31Cr) 

Specialization / 

Residency 

Residency program + licensing 

requirements 

€70,000–130,000 (INR 

76L–1.42Cr) 

Practice in India 

Clear FMGE/NExT + NMC 

registration  Varies by specialization 

Careers Abroad (US, USMLE (USA), PLAB (UK), or EU Varies by country 



UK, EU)  licensing exams 

Medical Research / PhD  Master’s + research qualifications 

€40,000–70,000 (INR 

43.5L–76.2L) 

Healthcare Management  MBA or relevant experience 

€50,000–90,000 (INR 

54L–98L) 

Conclusion 

MBBS in Netherlands offers a globally recognized, research-driven medical education through a structured 

Bachelor’s and Master’s pathway. With top-ranked universities, advanced clinical training, and strong 

international exposure, it is a valuable option for students aiming to study medicine in Europe. 

However, factors like Dutch language requirements, competitive admissions, and higher costs must be carefully 

considered. For students who meet the academic and language criteria, Netherlands provides a high-quality 

pathway to build a successful medical career in Europe and beyond. 

Have more questions? Book a Free 1:1 Live Session with upGrad Experts Today!  

We are here to help! 

 

https://www.upgrad.com/study-abroad/


upGrad is an online education provider that helps individuals to develop their professional 
potential in the most engaging learning environment. upGrad Abroad, the study abroad division of 
upGrad, through its collaborations with accredited and higly-ranked institutions has introduced a 
portfolio of distinctive study abroad programs. These innovative programs provide an invaluable 
opportunity for international students to leverage initial online learning to pursue their dream to 
study abroad in a flexible and affordable manner. Students begin their program online with a 
partner institution in the home country, then transition to on-campus with one of the upGrad 
destination academic partners. upGrad students also have the support of our student services team 
to assist with the application processing, visa assistance, as well as support upon arrival to campus.
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