
Free Education Countries for Indian Students in 2026



Indian students can access free or highly affordable higher education in countries like Germany, Norway, 

Finland, and Poland, where public universities offer zero or low tuition for specific master’s programs or 

courses taught in the local language.

Although tuition costs are minimal, students must still manage living expenses, which can often be supported 

through part-time work or competitive scholarships.

In this guide, you’ll explore the top free education countries for Indian students, along with affordable 

alternatives in Europe. You’ll also learn how to study in Cyprus and study in Hungary, along with options 

like a Masters in Cyprus, plus a complete cost breakdown, scholarship opportunities, eligibility requirements, 

the application process, and key challenges to consider before choosing a tuition-free study destination.

Top Free Education Countries for Indian Students 

Germany, Norway, Finland, and the Czech Republic are among the top countries with free education for Indian 

students, offering tuition‑free public universities or scholarship‑based free study options. 

These destinations allow Indian students to access quality education with minimal tuition expenses. 

Here’s a country‑wise breakdown of top free‑tuition options. 

Germany: Free Education for Indian Students in Public Universities 

Germany offers fully free tuition at public universities for most master’s programs, making it one of the top free 

education countries for Indian students. Students only pay a semester fee ranging from €300–€350 (INR 

31K–37K). 

Key benefits include English‑taught programs in engineering, sciences, IT, and management, 
strong job prospects, and part‑time work opportunities allowing 20 hours weekly. 

Norway: Free Education Country for Indian Students with No Tuition 

Fees 

Norway provides free education to all students at its public universities, regardless of nationality. There are zero 

tuition fees for bachelor’s and master’s programs, with only a small semester fee required. 

However, living expenses are high, with average monthly costs often exceeding NOK 10,000–12,000 (INR 

95K–1.14L). Students can work part‑time to manage expenses. 

Finland: Scholarships for Indian Students in Free Education System 
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Finland does not offer universal free tuition for non‑EU students, but Indian students can study with 
50%–100% tuition scholarships. Many universities provide merit‑based waivers that significantly 
reduce overall education expenses. 

Living costs range around €700–€1,000 (INR 74K–1.06L) per month, depending on the city. 

Scholarships often cover both tuition and partial living support. 

Sweden: Study in a Free Education Country with Scholarships 

Sweden charges tuition for non‑EU students, but full and partial scholarships allow Indian students 
to study at little or no cost. The Swedish Institute Scholarships and university‑specific awards 
can cover tuition plus monthly stipends. 

Living costs usually fall between SEK 8,000–10,000 (INR 78K–97K) monthly. 

Czech Republic: Free Education for Indian Students in Local 

Language 

Indian students can study in Czech public universities for free if they pursue programs taught in the Czech 

language. 

English‑taught programs have tuition but are still affordable. 

Monthly living costs range between CZK 9,000–12,000 (INR 38K–51K). 

Denmark: Tuition-Free Options for EU/EEA & Scholarships for 

Indian Students 

Denmark offers tuition‑free education only to EU/EEA students, but Indian students can still study 
at low or zero cost through fully funded scholarships.  

The Denmark Government Scholarships and university‑funded waivers significantly reduce tuition. 

Living expenses are high, with general monthly costs of €1,000–€1,300 (INR 1.06L–1.38L). 

Cheapest Free Education Countries for Indian Students 

Several European countries offer low‑tuition or near‑zero tuition education for Indian students, 
making them some of the most affordable study‑abroad destinations.  



The table below compares tuition patterns, monthly living costs, and overall affordability based on current 

currency values:  

Cheapest Countries for Indian Students to Study Abroad   

Country  Approximate Tuition Fees 

Approximate Monthly Living 

Cost 

Poland 

€2,000–€3,000 per year (INR 

2.12L–3.18L)  €500–€700 (INR 53K–74K) 

Hungary 

HUF 500,000–900,000 per year (INR 

1.3L–2.3L) 

HUF 150,000–200,000 (INR 

39K–52K) 

Italy 

€1,000–€2,500 per year (INR 

1.06L–2.65L)  €600–€900 (INR 64K–95K) 

Spain 

€1,000–€3,000 per year (INR 

1.06L–3.18L)  €700–€900 (INR 74K–95K) 

France 

(Low‑Cost)  €2,770–€3,770 per year (INR 2.94L–4L)  €700–€1,000 (INR 74K–1.06L) 

These low‑cost destinations are also counted among countries providing free education for 
Indian students through subsidized tuition and affordable living. 

Cost of Studying in Free Education Countries for Indian 

Students 

Even in countries where tuition is free or very low, Indian students must plan for living costs, health insurance, 

visa charges, travel, and semester fees.  

These expenses determine the real cost of studying abroad and help students choose the most budget‑friendly 
destination. 

Living Expenses for Indian Students by Country 

Living costs vary significantly across Europe and depend on the city and lifestyle.  

Below is a country-wise comparison:  

Country  Avg Monthly Living Cost 



Germany  €900–€1,100 (INR 95K–1.16L) 

Norway  NOK 10,000–12,000 (INR 95K–1.14L) 

Finland  €700–€1,000 (INR 74K–1.06L) 

Sweden  SEK 8,000–10,000 (INR 78K–97K) 

Czech Republic  CZK 9,000–12,000 (INR 38K–51K) 

Poland  €500–€700 (INR 53K–74K) 

Hungary  HUF 150,000–200,000 (INR 39K–52K) 

France  €700–€1,000 (INR 74K–1.06L) 

These estimates help Indian students compare total monthly budgets while choosing between free or low-cost 

education destinations. 

Hidden Costs for Indian Students (Visa, Insurance, Travel) 

Even when tuition is free, students must account for mandatory additional costs. These vary by country and 

should be included in financial planning. 

Visa Fees:  

Country  Visa Fee 

Germany  €75 (INR 7.9K) 

Norway  €540 (INR 57K) 

Finland / Sweden  €300–€400 (INR 31K–42K) 

Czech Republic  CZK 2,500+ (INR 10K+) 

Health Insurance:  

Country  Monthly Insurance Cost 

Most EU Countries  €30–€80 (INR 3.1K–8.5K) 

Semester / Student Union Fees:  

Country  Approximate Fee 

Germany  €300–€350 (INR 31K–37K) 

France  €100–€200 (INR 10K–21K) 



Top Fully Funded Scholarships to Study Abroad for Free   

Fully funded scholarships cover tuition, living expenses, travel, accommodation, and insurance, allowing 

students to study abroad at zero personal cost.  

These awards are offered by governments, universities, and selective global programs across master's and 

doctoral levels. 

Below are the top scholarship categories across government, university, and program-based levels:  

Fully Funded Government Scholarships 

Government scholarships provide the most comprehensive financial coverage, including stipends, tuition, and 

travel. 

Government Scholarships to Study Abroad for Free   

Scholarship Name  Coverage  Notes 

DAAD Scholarships 

(Germany) 

€992 (INR 1.05L) and €1,400 

(INR 1.49L) per month  

Covers stipend, tuition (where 

applicable), and travel support. 

Chinese Government 

Scholarship (CSC) 

3,500 CNY (INR 47K) per 

month 

Includes tuition, accommodation, 

insurance, and stipend. 

MEXT Scholarship 

(Japan) 

Monthly stipend: INR 

33K–35K  

Covers tuition, travel, and 

accommodation support. 

Fulbright Foreign 

Student Program (USA) 

Tuition + living stipend (INR 

1L+ monthly equivalent)  

Fully funds master’s and research 

programs in the US. 

Fully Funded University-Specific Scholarships 

These institutional scholarships offer full tuition coverage and generous living stipends. 

University Scholarships to Study Abroad for Free     

Scholarship Name  Coverage  Notes 

Gates Cambridge 

Scholarship (UK) 

Tuition + stipend (INR 1L+ 

monthly equivalent)  

Covers all academic and living 

costs for master's/PhD. 
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Knight-Hennessy Scholars 

(USA) 

Tuition + full stipend (INR 

1L–1.3L monthly equivalent)  

Applicable across all Stanford 

graduate programs. 

ETH Zurich Excellence 

Scholarship (Switzerland) 

Full living cost grant (INR 1L+ 

monthly value)  

Merit-based support for STEM 

and research fields. 

Fully Funded Program-Specific Scholarships 

These highly competitive global programs fund students in leadership, engineering, development, and policy 

fields. 

Program-Specific Scholarships to Study Abroad for Free   

Scholarship Name  Coverage   Notes 

Erasmus Mundus 

Joint Master’s 

Tuition + monthly stipend often 

INR 1L+ + travel  

Fully funded master’s across 

multiple EU universities. 

Eiffel Excellence 

Scholarship (France) 

Monthly allowance (INR 1L 

approx.) + travel support  

Funds master’s and doctoral 

students selected by French 

institutions. 

Schwarzman Scholars 

(China) 

Tuition + living stipend (INR 

70K–80K) + accommodation & 

meals  

Elite leadership program at 

Tsinghua University. 

These scholarships apply globally and allow Indian students to study for free even in countries that do not offer 

free education by default 

Eligibility Criteria for Free Education Countries for Indian 

Students 

To study abroad for free, Indian students must meet specific academic, language, and documentation standards. 

These requirements help universities, scholarship committees, and visa authorities assess whether applicants are 

prepared for international academic environments. 

Below is a structured overview of the most important eligibility criteria. 

Eligibility Criteria to Study Abroad for Free     
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Requirement  Score Expectations / Details 

Academic Performance  Strong grades in previous studies 

English Proficiency (IELTS)  6.0–6.5 for most universities; 7.0+ for top schools 

English Proficiency (TOEFL 

iBT)  75–100+ depending on university tier 

Standardized Tests (UG: 

SAT/ACT)  SAT: 1000+ considered good 

GRE (for MS/MA) 

Many universities accept GRE‑optional; competitive 
programs prefer 310+ 

GMAT (for MBA)  Competitive range 600+ 

Language Tests for 

Non‑English Countries 

Basic to intermediate proficiency in 

German/French/Czech/Nordic languages depending on program 

Required Documents  SOP, LORs, transcripts, passport 

Visa Requirements  Proof of admission + funding proof or scholarship letter 

Note: Eligibility requirements may vary depending on which country offers free education for Indian students, 

but most destinations expect strong academics and language proficiency. 

How to Apply to Free Education Countries for Indian Students? 

Applying to free or low‑cost education countries requires a clear, step‑by‑step approach that 
covers university selection, document preparation, scholarship applications, and visa 
procedures.  

The process below helps Indian students submit strong, timely, and complete applications:  

Step 1: Choose the Right Free Education Country 

Start by selecting countries that offer zero‑tuition or low‑tuition public universities and strong 
scholarship support for Indian students. 

What to consider: 

Availability of free or subsidized public universities •

Availability of English‑taught programs •

Living costs and part‑time work options •
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Scholarship opportunities relevant to your field •

Step 2: Apply to Universities in Free Education Countries 

Once you shortlist countries, begin selecting universities that align with your academic background and career 

goals. 

Key actions: 

Shortlist tuition‑free universities in Germany, Norway, and Czech Republic •

Shortlist low‑cost universities in France, Spain, Italy, Poland, and Hungary •

Check application deadlines (usually 6–10 months before intake) •

Prepare a university‑specific SOP and updated CV •

Step 3: Apply for Scholarships for Indian Students 

Scholarships significantly reduce or completely eliminate study costs, so apply early and target multiple 

programs. 

Steps to follow: 

Prioritize fully funded programs (Erasmus Mundus, DAAD, CSC, MEXT, Fulbright) •

Submit scholarship‑ready SOPs, essays, and academic documents •

Maintain strong academic records and relevant test scores •

Track deadlines carefully, especially for programs that open once a year •

Step 4: Student Visa Process for Indian Students 

Your visa application confirms your eligibility to study in the selected country and requires proof of admission 

and financial readiness. 

Documents required: 

Offer letter from the university •

Scholarship letter (if applicable) •

Proof of financial ability or blocked account (as required by the country) •

Passport, photographs, and academic documents •

Accommodation proof and health insurance (varies by country) •

Challenges of Studying in Free Education Countries for Indian 

Students 



While tuition‑free and low‑cost countries offer excellent opportunities, Indian students may still 
face certain challenges related to language, living costs, documentation, and competitive 
admissions.  

1. Language Barriers in Non‑English Countries 

Many tuition‑free programs in Germany, Czech Republic, Finland, and Austria are taught in the 
local language. Students may need to learn German, Czech, Finnish, or Swedish to access free 
education or part‑time jobs, which requires time and commitment. 

2. High Living Costs in Some Tuition-Free Destinations 

Countries like Norway, Finland, and Sweden may offer free tuition, but monthly living costs can be high. 

Students must plan for accommodation, food, transport, and utilities, which may exceed budgets if not managed 

carefully. 

3. Competitive Admissions & Scholarship Selection 

Free education systems and fully funded scholarships attract applicants from across the world. Admission 

committees prioritize strong academics, focused SOPs, and relevant experience, making selection competitive 

for popular programs. 

4. Strict Visa & Financial Proof Requirements 

Even in countries offering free tuition, visa authorities require proof of sufficient funds or scholarship 

confirmation. Students must submit financial documents, insurance proof, accommodation details, and academic 

records to meet visa criteria. 

5. Limited English-Taught Programs in Some Countries 

Czech Republic, Austria, and parts of Germany offer many English programs at the master’s level but fewer at 

the bachelor’s level. This limits options for students seeking English-only pathways. 

6. Cultural & Academic Adjustment 

Free education countries often follow research‑heavy, independent learning models. Students may 
take time to adjust to academic expectations, cultural norms, and new teaching styles that 
differ from Indian education systems. 

Conclusion 

Free and low‑cost education opportunities across Europe allow Indian students to access 
high‑quality degrees without the burden of heavy tuition fees. 

By choosing the right countries where education is free for Indian students or applying for fully funded 



scholarships, studying abroad becomes financially accessible. 

From tuition‑free destinations like Germany, Norway, the Czech Republic, and Finland (via 
scholarships) to low‑cost options such as Poland, Hungary, Italy, Spain, and France, Indian 
students have a wide range of pathways to reduce their study expenses. 

Have more questions? Book a Free 1:1 Live Session with upGrad Experts Today!  

We are here to help! 

https://www.upgrad.com/study-abroad/


upGrad is an online education provider that helps individuals to develop their professional 
potential in the most engaging learning environment. upGrad Abroad, the study abroad division of 
upGrad, through its collaborations with accredited and higly-ranked institutions has introduced a 
portfolio of distinctive study abroad programs. These innovative programs provide an invaluable 
opportunity for international students to leverage initial online learning to pursue their dream to 
study abroad in a flexible and affordable manner. Students begin their program online with a 
partner institution in the home country, then transition to on-campus with one of the upGrad 
destination academic partners. upGrad students also have the support of our student services team 
to assist with the application processing, visa assistance, as well as support upon arrival to campus.
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